Pronunciation & Spelling = Very Old- Fashioned
Nine-Page Summary with Answer Key

So you admit it! Sometimes you wish for the “good old days,” when basic
language-instruction material could be condensed, presented, and practiced
in a very low-tech, duplicated set of pages to refer to and distribute.

Though intimidating to many teachers and learners, especially those that
didn’t “have to learn to read through phonetic decoding,” the sound-symbol
correspondences of American English are not that difficult to organize and
work from. And when explanations, visuals, mastery checks, and even
answers are summarized in a compact set of readable pages—even one that
looks as primitive as the attached, the result can be surprisingly pleasant
and helpful.

The following viewable, printable, and easily duplicated nine pages, entitled
“Review of Pronunciation & Spelling” were created and used for decades at
high beginning to intermediate levels of an intensive, academic English
Language Institute. The first three pages cover “short” and “long” vowels
(now known as simple or lax vowels vs. complex or tense vowels or
diphthongs). The simplest mouth diagrams illustrate the pronunciation of
fourteen of the most common vowels (all except those before —r),
represented by American-English dictionary sound-symbols. To their right
are sample words illustrating nearly all possible spellings for those sounds,
ranging from the most to the least common—plus a few exceptions. Next
come at least three kinds of compressed but complete exercises to practice
and demonstrate mastery of the targeted phonics content.

The next four pages present and practice the eight voiced vs. voiceless pairs
plus eight other consonants that can appear in initial and/or final syllable
position. Finally, there’s a two-page summary of significant info about vowel
and consonant spellings in multi-syllable words.

A nine-page duplicate of the same handout—with answers filled in—
completes the package.

Please enjoy the attached 18-page handout as you would any glorious
antigue—and write us your reactions and comments.

And for much more modern (but still low-tech) Phonics & Spelling activities
and games, click here.



























































